John Fiske

earnest scholar/ to come to his library whenever I
choose and take away any book whatever which
I wanted to read. Was n't that a great favor? "

The young men must have made a very favor-
able impression upon Mr. Ticknor, who was one
of the most precise and unimpressionable of men.

Fiske's letters to his mother and to Roberts give
full particulars of his activities during this prepar-
atory period. He was delighted with his tutor's
method of instruction, and he gave himself unre-
servedly to it. In addition he read widely and with
exceeding thoughtfulness upon the philosophic prob-
lems that were working in his mind. We.have to
note that at an age when most young men would
have found themselves pretty heavily taxed to.pre-
pare through the summer months for a sophomore
entrance at Harvard, he was taking his preparatory-
work with the greatest ease and giving much the
greater part of his time to philosophical studies.

In these studies his friend Roberts went with him
hand in hand, so that we have in their correspond-
ence a very high order of self-imposed thinking
common to both young men. The few extracts
from this correspondence which are to follow will
show that, while indulging in the freest thought
in religious and philosophic matters, they were as
insistent upon upright conduct in all matters per-
taining to social life, as are those who maintain
that right living can be the product only of certain
forms of religious belief.
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